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Highlander Wisdom

The Face Of Love

By Melissa E. Johnson

No one will put me in a cage, if so, I never will sing
again...
Love without Freedom, isn’t love...
~Jose Araujo

He grew quiet when I told him I was leaving the city.
“Peaks and valleys inspire me,” I explained, contemplating
life at 9,000 feet. “Ineed to B-R-E-A-T-H-E ...”

It would be a big change, for sure-mountain living-
solitary; snowy; cold; with hardships T had yet to consider.
I would leave behind a city that engaged me; people T '
loved. But in my soul lay waiting the masterpiece of my
life, wanting expression. It was time for me to fly,

He helped me pack my things and move cross-country.
And though he wanted me to stay, he never questioned my

" decision to leave; he didn’t push his own agenda. Tnstead,

he looked for ways to help, filling the time with laughter
and light while celebrating my choice; delighting in my

new adventure all the way to the top.

And, here, on this mountain, with nature as my muse, |
found my breathing space . . . where dreams fuel my
creativity . . . and ideas manifest in a stream of
consciousness . . . stretching my creative muscles beyond
the imaginable. For it has been said that “it is only alone,
truly alope that one bursts apart, springs forth.”

Here, I've leamed grace under pressure as T tend the
garden of my mind. I’ve learned that passion-great
passion-gives us the strength to endure as we move
forward on our path. And that just one moment can change
everything-for good or ill. So I nourish myself with great
people, places, things and ideas; I safeguard the energy of
my life. And when my heart whispers its greatest desires,
Pve learned to listen . , . and watch . . . as the universe
conspires to gnide me. Even when I cap’t see the road
ahead, T dig deep to find the courage to face the fruth;
knowing that when I believe in myself, anything is
possible. -

He calls me every now and then, laughing through the
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